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" But must they shout such silly slogans ?
Against the larger canvass of five million men grappl-
ing with each other, it is pathetic. It is even
ludicrous/' he said.
" Yes, I don't like the shouting of those slogans.
It lends itself to easy criticism", I replied.
" Satyagrah news is collected under the caption
of 'The Cranks' Corner'. I regard that as one
of the most damaging retorts to the nationalist
movement But even at the cost of being laughed at,
those little men who shout silly slogans, as you say,
and who in variably land in jail make one great point,
which is that though this country will not hinder
Britain in its war affort, that war effort is not with the
willing co-operation of the Indian people. It's this
moral co-operation that still is our greatest weapon."
" But what difference can that make to Britain?"
' Materially none. But this war is not just
Britain's war. Britain depends on aid from others.
American aid is necessary to prop up the tottering
bastion of democracy and American opinion of the
isolationist school of thought takes every opportu-
nity to drive home the condition and status of India
within the framework of an Empire that has pledged
itself to fight for that one word 'Democracy.' So this
slogan shouting is not so silly after all. No, Britain
wants that moral co-operation in this war more than it
ever did. Yes, even this little India has its say,
because after all in a war against Nazi lies, the truth
must tell even against Britain. I'm no politician.